Introduction Louisiana consistently experiences some of the highest rates of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) in the United States. In 2010, Louisiana had the highest rate in the nation for primary and secondary syphilis and the highest congenital syphilis rate according to the CDC's 2010 STD Surveillance Report. Additionally, Louisiana had the second and third highest rates in the nation for gonorrhea and chlamydia respectively. 1 This annual report will provide an analysis of these common sexually transmitted diseases in order to inform STD treatment and prevention efforts across the state. This report includes data for all persons diagnosed with an STD in Louisiana in 2010.
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Chlamydia in Louisiana
 In 2010, there was a 3.6% increase in reported chlamydia cases compared to 2009, which was much lower than the previous year's increase of 19.6%.  The 2010 chlamydia case rate was 643.0 new cases per 100,000.  Females represented nearly 76% of all chlamydia cases with reported sex, and women between the ages of 15 and 24 had the highest incidence rates.
Gonorrhea in Louisiana
 Gonorrhea cases decreased from 9,150 in 2009 to 8,912 in 2010.  The gonorrhea rate decreased by 3.5% from 203.7 cases per 100,000 in 2009 to 196.6 cases per 100,000 in 2010.  Females represented approximately 58% of all reported gonorrhea cases with reported sex, and women between the ages of 15 and 24 had the highest incidence rates.
Primary and Secondary Syphilis (P&S) in Louisiana
 While rates of P&S syphilis in Louisiana have steadily increased since 2002, there was a 27% decrease from 16.5 per 100,000 in 2009 to 12.1 per 100,000 in 2010.  The 20-24 age group had the highest incidence for both males and females, with rates of 52.0 and 45.6 per 100,000, respectively.  Distribution of P&S syphilis has remained steady by sex, with 53% of the reported cases in males in 2010 and 2009. 3 In addition, screening for chlamydia is performed for all sexually active female patients under the age of 31 in Louisiana's family planning clinics.
 The 2010 female chlamydia rate of 889.4 per 100,000 women was almost three times the male rate of 300.1 per 100,000 men ( Table 2 ). Females traditionally represent the population who access reproductive health care and therefore have more opportunities to receive screening.
 Among the chlamydia cases in females with a reported race, 79% were black and nearly 19% were white. Of the chlamydia cases in males with a reported race, approximately 83% were black and 15% were white (Table 3) .
 In 2010, the highest age-specific rate was among 15-19 year old females ( Figure 2 ).
 Alaska (861.7 per 100,000) and Mississippi (725.5 per 100,000) ranked 1 st and 2 nd respectively in 2010. The national rate was 426.0 per 100,000. Tammany  76  79  99  715  5  96  440  367  Tangipahoa  70  176  329  1,704  7  381  686  1,101  Tensas  <5  -5  314  0  0  12  435  Terrebonne  89  229  144  1,327  <5  -379  673  Union  16  206  51  1,600  5  1155  85  739  Vermilion  30  126  42  974  0  0  133  447  Vernon  97  526  88  2,475  20  1155  221  865  Washington  37  235  111  1,512  <5  -187  785  Webster  41  309  118  1,625  5  1645  206  973  West Baton Rouge  8  113  28  602  0  0  50  414  West Carroll  14  295  21  2,494  0  0  37  639  West Feliciana  <5  -12  669  0  0  17  316  Winn  6  120  15  734  <5  -27  371 *Rates per 100,000 persons in parish. Rates derived from numerators less than 20 may be unreliable and are not available for numerators less than 5. **The Louisiana Stratum includes cases with unknown parish. ⱡ The totals include cases with other and unknown race. Acadia  12  51  27  508  0  0  42  139  Allen  10  101  8  207  <5  -22  152  Ascension  12  32  26  231  <5  -49  93  Assumption  <5  -16  474  0  0  19  166  Avoyelles  5  37  23  352  0  0  28  133  Beauregard  15  104  11  431  <5  -30  165  Bienville  5  129  17  602  0  0  25  361  Bossier  44  110  109  963  <5  -176  306  Caddo  51  86  633  1,147  5  150  801  661  Calcasieu  72  110  188  822  <5  -289  307  Caldwell  <5  -<5  -0  0  7 Iberia  12  55  79  724  <5  -118  330  Iberville  <5  -27  322  0  0  41  241  Jackson  <5  -13  520  0  0  19  230  Jefferson  19  16  141  272  <5  -229  109  Jefferson Davis  9  74  11  411  <5  -25  162  La Salle  <5  -<5  -<5  -6  78  Lafayette  59  81  194  726  8  166  334  309  Lafourche  6  16  55  924  0  0  83  175  Lincoln  13  103  106  1,222  <5  -129  565  Livingston  23  40  10  322  0  0  46  73  Madison  <5  -23  630  <5  -34  568  Morehouse  5  72  54  879  0  0  63  470  Natchitoches  18  175  88  1,169  0  0  112  594  Orleans  66  124  904  955  19  184  1,237  744  Ouachita  28  63  266  1,015  <5  -374  509  Plaquemines  <5  -<5  -0  0  7  61  Pointe Coupee  <5  -11  288  <5  -23  208  Rapides  23  58  115  579  5  265  153  241  Red River  <5  -21  1,280  0  0  24  552  Richland  8  130  18  513  0  0  29  290  Sabine  5  60  10  518  0  0 Tammany  32  35  55  437  0  0  127  111  Tangipahoa  15  40  88  512  <5  -121  206  Tensas  0  0  5  366  0  0  7  281  Terrebonne  17  45  58  569  <5  -108  194  Union  <5  -23  776  0  0  26  232  Vermilion  6  27  20  508  <5  -41  145  Vernon  65  336  89  2,389  12  587  169  631  Washington  8  52  26  360  <5  -40  171  Webster  14  109  39  600  0  0  55  274  West Baton Rouge  <5  -14  325  0  0  20  171  West Carroll  <5  -5  517  0  0  6  About 87% of the 2010 gonorrhea cases with reported race were black, while only 32% of the state's population is black. Approximately 84% of females and 89% of males with reported race were black (Table 7) .
 Females between 15 and 19 years of age had the highest gonorrhea rate followed by 20-24 year old females and then 20-24 year old males ( Figure 3 ).
 Mississippi (209.9 per 100,000) and Alaska (182.3 per 100,000) ranked 1 st and 3 rd respectively in 2010. The national rate was 100.8 per 100,000. 
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Syphilis
[ E A R L Y S Y P H I L I S ]
A syphilis diagnosis with less than one year duration is considered to be "early syphilis." This designation covers the primary, secondary, and early latent stages of syphilis.
[ P R I M A R Y A N D S E C O N D A R Y S Y P H I L I S | 2 0 1 0 ]
Syphilis is one of the three most commonly reported STDs. It is caused by the bacterium Treponema pallidum and is transmitted through contact with an infected genital ulcer. These ulcers also facilitate the sexual transmission and contraction of HIV. The primary and secondary stages are the most infectious stages of syphilis.  Approximately 90% of the 2010 cases with reported race were black, reflecting the significant health disparity that exists in Louisiana.
 In 2010, 53% of P&S syphilis cases with reported sex were in males (Table 12 ). The highest age and gender specific rate was 52.0 per 100,000 in males aged 20 to 24 years ( Figure 6 ).
 Georgia (8.1 per 100,000) and Mississippi (7.7 per 100,000) ranked 2 nd and 3 rd respectively in 2010. The national rate was 4.5 per 100,000. 
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[ C O N G E N I T A L S Y P H I L I S | 2 0 1 0 ]
Congenital syphilis cases occur when a pregnant woman with syphilis passes the infection on to her infant in utero or during delivery. This can result in stillbirth, death of the newborn, or significant future health and developmental problems. Congenital syphilis can be prevented by early detection of maternal infection and treatment at least 30 days before delivery. 3 Trends in congenital syphilis tend to follow trends for early syphilis in women with a one to two year lag. Louisiana's rate was over 5 times the national rate (8.7 per 100,000 live births).
 In 2010, 88% of mothers of congenital syphilis cases identified as black, and 21% of mothers were age 13-19 and 66% were age 20-34.
 The highest percentage of congenital syphilis cases were born in the Shreveport Region (33%), followed by the New Orleans Region (21%).
 In 2010, 45% of mothers of congenital syphilis cases received less than 5 prenatal care visits, and 18% of the mothers received no prenatal care. 
